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SUBJECT: IRAQI AIRWAYS FLIGHTS TO TOKYO AND THE U. S. 

REF: BAGHDAD 0033 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO A SOURCE WHO CLAIMS TO HAVE OBTAINED 
THE INFORMATION FROM THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF IRAQI 
AIRWAYS (IA), IRAQI AIRWAYS WILL INAUGURATE ITS NEW 
SERVICE TO TOKYO ON APRIL 1, 1978. THE FLIGHT WILL TOUCH 
DOWN ONE PERSIAN GULF PORT (MOST PROBABLY DOHA), 
BOMBAY, NAGKON, AND TOKYO AND NOT STOP AT HONG 
KONG, AT LEAST INITIALLY. IRAQI AIRWAYS IS ALSO 
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WAITING FOR AN OFFICIAL RESPONSE FROM THE THAI 
GOVERNMENT FOR PASSENGER RIGHTS BETWEEN BANGKOK AND 
TOKYO. NO DATE HAS AS YET BEEN FIXED FOR REGULAR 
JAPANESE AIRLINE FLIGHTS TO BAGHDAD. 

2. THE DIRECTOR GENERAL ALSO REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 
IRAQI AIRWAYS IS CONSIDERING MAKING ITS PROPOSED 
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FLIGHTS TO THE UNITED STATES IN COLLABORATION WITH 
THE JORDANIAN AIRLINE ALIA, WHICH HAS BEEN GRANTED A 
TRANS-ATLANTIC ROUTE TO THE U.S. JOINTLY WITH THE 
SYRIAN AIRLINE, BUT HAS ALSO ANNOUNCED ITS WILLINGNESS 
TO COOPERATE WITH OTHER ARAB AIRLINES AS WELL 
BECAUSE OF DELAYS ON THE PART OF THE SYRIANS. 

3. FOR AMMAN AND DAMASCUS: USINT WOULD APPRECIATE 
COMMENTS OF EMBASSIES CONCERNING THE VALIDITY OF 
INFORMATION REPORTED IN PARA 2. SOURCE DID NOT KNOW 
WHETHER GOI HAS YET APPROACHED JORDANIAN AUTHORITIES 
ABOUT THESE POSSIBLE ARRANGEMENTS. 

4. REFTEL IS BEING POUCHED TO AMMAN AND DAMASCUS. 

PECK 
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